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transitional  cell  carcinoma  of  the  bladder,  and  Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. There has been no age, race, or sex preference 
reported in the literature.
The  limbic  system  incorporates  the  hippocampus, 
hypothalamus,  thalamus,  amygdala,  fornix,  and  other 
structures  surrounding  the  brainstem  and  plays  a  central 











An  85-year-old  ex-smoker  (50  pack  years)  presented 
with  increasing  shortness  of  breath  and  was  diagnosed 
histologically with small-cell lung cancer. PET/CT scans at 
time of diagnosis confirmed a very large left hilar tumour, 











The  patient  remained  at  home  during  her  treatment, 
maintaining a reasonably good functional status. Her usual 
positive  and  outgoing  personality  prevailed  throughout 















There  followed  a  state  of  fluctuating  confusion,  which 

















  A  diagnosis  of  paraneoplastic  limbic  encephalitis  was 








was  seen  in  the  left  mid-temporal  region,  representing  a 









approach,  and  the  patient  died  three  months  after  her 
presentation of collapse. A post mortem was not performed.
DISCUSSION 
The  first  report  of  a  mental  disorder  associated  with 
primary lung carcinoma was described in 19561. Corsellis 


















In  this  case  report  the  presence  of  SCLC,  coupled  with 
a  classical  history  of  cognitive  dysfunction,  personality 
change, and possible seizure activity was strongly suggestive 
of  PLE.  The  subsequent  detection  of  a  highly  specific 
paraneoplastic antibody in the patient’s blood supported the 
diagnosis. Autoimmune antibodies may serve as a helpful 




































of  the  underlying  cancer  with  surgery,  chemotherapy, 










Paraneoplastic  limbic  encephalitis  describes  inflammation 
within  the  brain’s  limbic  system,  resulting  from  an 






appreciated.  Heightened  awareness  of  this  clinical  entity 
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